
Joan M. O'Leary
December 7, 1930 - July 31, 2021

Joan O’Leary, 90, a long-time resident of Mt. Marion passed away on
Saturday, July 31, 2021 at her home. 

 Joan was born December 7, 1930 in the Bronx and was one of 9 children of
Colonel William and Elizabeth Stonebridge. Joan married her husband
Richard on April 9, 1950 in Maspeth, Queens and they celebrated 63 years
together before Richard’s passing in 2013. They then moved to the Saugerties
area and buying their home in Mt. Marion Park. It is this home that Joan
raised her 4 children, Gary, Joanne, Brian, and Lauren. 

 Throughout her life, Joan always had more than one job and did them all well
and with great pride. She was Mother, wife, Grandmother, Great
Grandmother, Cook, Seamstress, nurse, educator, housekeeper, tutor, and
most important a wonderful friend. 

 Joan loved to make her children laugh. In the late 1960’s Joan was known to
dance while vacuuming to her eldest son’s records. Some of her favorites
were Blood, Sweat, and Tears or Chicago. 
After her children were getting older, Joan took a job in the Saugerties School
System as an aide and loved the job so much she stayed for more than 20
years. When she saw a need for change, Joan was instrumental in working
with Dan Lee in getting the aides unionized and pensions which they have to
this day. Yet, the greatest joy was seeing “her children” and helping them
excel whether it be their remedial reading aide or just being their advocate
and best friend. She was loved by all her colleagues including Patti Nieffer,



Claire Gelo, Joan Woodward, Dee Parisi, Patti Lasher, and she loved her
principal, Tony Manley! Joan retired in 1982 but never stopped working. 

 Joan had many achievements but one of her greatest was a young child
named Jason Zhang who arrived from China. He had Joan’s heart from the
moment they met, and they have remained very close through the years, and
Jason is considered a member of Joan’s family. 

 Following the Saugerties School System, Joan took a job at Adam’s Fairacre
Farms in Kingston and loved working there meeting people and enjoying her
colleagues. The joy for Joan was walking through Adam’s after leaving her job
and being able to chat with her former colleagues and being acknowledged by
her former managers. 

 Joan loved to travel, and to San Francisco to visit her children Joanne and
Brian. These trips always involved side trips to Lake Tahoe, Carmel, Napa,
Yosemite, Los Angeles, and San Diego. She loved the wineries and one of her
favorite pictures was of her and comedian Pat Paulson. 
Joan’s travels took her abroad to Ireland, Italy, Switzerland and the island of
Capri where she spent her 57th wedding anniversary with her husband
Richard. On her first trip to Ireland and walking through Killarney, Joan saw
that the real estate agents name was “J O’Leary”, and that the silversmith was
named “B. O’Leary”. She quickly made friends. While in Italy, Joan could be
seen walking around Florence determined to find a nice tee shirt with gold on
it to match her jacket for dinner that night. One of the most memorable was in
the Gondola on the Grand Canal in Venice with all the friends she met, and
her husband Richard instructing the gondolier to stop at which Richard sang
the same song to mom the night he proposed to her more than 57 years
earlier. Then later that evening being cheered by the whole travel group at a
hilltop restaurant in Sorrento. 

 One of Joan’s greatest joys in travel was to Guatamala to pick up her new
grandson Ari. 
Joan was member of St. John the Evangelist for more than 40 years and was
a Eucharistic Minister for many years and she taught Religious Education. 



Joan is survived by her three children, Joanne Brinkley of Alameda, CA, Brian
of Mt. Marion, and Lauren Gold of Bellevue, Washington. She is survived by
her 4 grandchildren, Heather, Melissa, Ryan, and Ari and her great and great-
great grandchildren. She is also survived by her dog CiCi whom she adored. 

 Joan was predeceased by her husband Richard in 2013, her son Gary in
1996, and her grandson Taylor in 2000. Joan is also predeceased by her
siblings Raymond, Alice, Gerald, Lorraine, Jean, and Margaret. 

 Friends may call Thursday, August 5 at Buono Funeral Service between the
hours of 2 to 6. Funeral will be 10:00 AM Friday, August 6, 2021 at St John of
the Evangelist with burial in Mt. Marion Cemetery. 

 In lieu of flowers, please donate to St. Jude’s as this was Joan’s favorite
charity. 

 Special thanks go to 2 special people who are Joan’s nurse, Dominique
Nicklaus and Joan’s friend Patti Nieffer. God makes angels and these are two
of the best! 

To DONATE to St. Jude's please CLICK the following link or paste it into you
browser: 

 https://www.stjude.org/donate/donate-to-st-jude.html



Cemetery Details

Mount Marion Cemetery

622 Kings Highway
Saugerties, NY 12477

Previous Events

Visitation

AUG 5. 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Buono Funeral Service, Inc.
100 Main Street
Saugerties, NY 12477
(845) 246-2600
pbuono100@hvc.rr.com
https://www.BuonoFuneralService.com

Mass of Christian Burial

AUG 6. 10:30 AM (ET)

St. John the Evangelist Parish Center
915 Route 212
SAUGERTIES, NY 12477
fr.williamwoodruff@yahoo.com
http://sjechurch.org/

mailto:pbuono100@hvc.rr.com
https://www.buonofuneralservice.com/
mailto:fr.williamwoodruff@yahoo.com
http://sjechurch.org/
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October 20, 2022 at 08:34 PM

Joan M. O'Leary

August 05, 2021 at 11:03 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Joan M. O'Leary.

gerard brenkert - August 05, 2021 at 10:57 AM

My fondest memory of Aunt Joan would be when we visited the
O'leary family in the heart of the winter.Half way into the trip the
defroster in the car stopped defrosting(ha ha ha!). My father would
then have to get out of the car and brush off the snow.We arrived
cold but were welcomed by Aunt Joan's warm and loving heart. I
have to put in another memory of my Aunt Joan and Uncle Dick
dealing with Jimmy and Zita Blythe's wedding.I went to use the
bathroom and there was my Uncle Dick rehearsing the song
Because Your Mine he was later going to sing. Oh how we long for
the good old days! God bless you Aunt Joan and the entire O'leary
family, your nephew Gerard Brenkert

https://www.buonofuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.buonofuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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August 04, 2021 at 06:52 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Joan M. O'Leary.

Paul Perez - August 04, 2021 at 06:45 PM

My deepest condolences to the entire O'Leary family. Although I
never met Joan I know she was well loved by her entire family. May
God help heal your hearts during this difficult time. Paul & Isa Perez

https://www.buonofuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.buonofuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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RANDY M ROGERS - August 04, 2021 at 03:07 PM

I was born in Kingston (1948) and lived in Saugerties. We lived
about a 40 minute drive from Mt. Marion and weekend visits with the
O'Leary clan was a regular event. My Mom's sister Joan was one of
my favorite aunts, she was always so upbeat and happy. My Mom
Lorrie and sister Joan were best friends and never tired of sharing
endless stories of growing up together in the Bronx. Our family left
New York in 1959 and moved to Tucson, Arizona for my Mom's
health. I was eleven when we left NY. Leaving upstate New York
damaged me, I still miss it to this day. One special memory I have is
meeting the O'Leary clan numerous times at a commercial
swimming hole called "Trinca's. It was a beautiful swimming hole in
the woods, we would swim all day and have a big picnic. Years
later, I think around 1997 or '98, we enjoyed a visit from aunt Joan
at our Tucson home. And then, in 2002 my wife and I took my
parents back to New York for a grand visit with all our relatives. I
remember my wife and I got up early one morning to accompany
Joan on a morning walk. We were quite fit but had a little trouble
trying to keep up with aunt Joan on her morning "race walk". She
was a lovely person and all will miss her. 

  
Randy & Virginia Rogers 

 Son of Lorraine and Jacob "Bud" Rogers

With our love Barbara, Chrissy & Andy - August 04, 2021 at
12:42 PM

With our love Barbara, Chrissy & Andy purchased
the Heavenly and Harmony for the family of Joan
M. O'Leary.

https://www.buonofuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4137&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.buonofuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4137&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

